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A LIST OF FEMALE NAMES FROM LAODICEA ON THE LYCOS®

The inscription presented here has been found in an old cemetery (eski mezarlik) located at Ilbadi,
a quarter (mahalle) of the city of Denizli. As the find-spot is about 4 kms SW of the site of the
ancient Laodicea ad Lycum, the inscription has to be attributed to this city.

Description: Marble stele (?) which was later cut for forming an Islamic (?) grave marker.

After line 30 the letters are carved higher.

Height 1.24; width 0.28; thickness 0.10; letter height 0.010 to 0.016 m.

12

16

20

24

28

[ ca.9 ’AloxAnm[- |,
[ ca.8 1’Axpotntlov],
[ 4-5 Javbn Blwvog,

[ 4-5 Jiot® NeontoAép[ov],

[ 2-3 JéAero Atovuciov,
[MInvodampa. Avcinnov,
Muptod) PrAickov,
Meyopiot BaAdkpov,
[?K]oAAivn Anuntpiov,
[Alopmpic Arpilov,
MnztpogiAa Atovuciov,
Mnviog "Adpdotov,
Nikaio [Tocetdmviov,
Anuntpio Mocedwviov,
[?Z]oxpatiov Avelov,
[Jupog Zipov,
Nucdnohg "Attdlov,
Avovca? Mevavdpov,
Nuxonolg "Attdlov,

" ApyvAdo Mdywvog,
“Appdo Mpwtéov,
Evyévela Mntpodmpolvl,

*ABnvoig "AnoAdmvid[ov],

Nopeo Eevootparolv],

"Aptepioio ’AvSpopg[vou?],

" Aptepig Mevavdpolvl,
Agtvapyig Astvapyolvl,
ABog [MoAepaiov,
Acodixkn ‘Eppoidov,
Anuntpia ‘Inndpylov]
Avkiov 8¢ yovn

daughter of AJsklepi[- ],
daughter of] Akratet[os],
Janthe, daughter of Bion,
Jisto, daughter of Neoptolemos,
Jeleia, daughter of Dionysios,

M]enodora, daughter of Lysippos,
Myrto, daughter of Philiskos,
Megariste, daughter of Balakros,
[?K]alline, daughter of Demetrios,
[L]ampris, daughter of Diphilos,
Metrophila, daughter of Dionysios,
Menias, daughter of Adrastos,
Nikaia, daughter of Poseidonios,
Demetria, daughter of Poseidonios,
[?S]okration, daughter of Lysias,
[.Jmmas, daughter of Simos,
Nikopolis, daughter of Attalos,
Anausa?, daughter of Menandros,
Nikopolis, daughter of Attalos,
Archylla, daughter of Machon,
Ammila, daughter of Proteas,
Eugeneia, daughter of Metrodoros,
Athenais, daughter of Apollonides,
Nympho, daughter of Xenostratos,
Artemisia, daughter of Androme[nes?],
Artemis, daughter of Menandros,
Deinarchis, daughter of Deinarchos,
Abas, daughter of Polemaios,
Laodike, daughter of Hermolaos,
Demetria, daughter of Hipparchos,
wife of Lukios,

— ——

" We would like to express our thanks to C. Simgek for encouraging us to publish the inscription, to B. Sogiit
and K. Pektas, who discovered the inscription, for their kind help in copying and photographing it and to A. Tataki
for her kind help and advice during the preparation of the article.
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32 100 Mnvogilov, son of Menophilos,
’Anolovie. Moowvdpliov] Apollonia, daughter of Maiandrios,
yovn 8¢ "AroAAdmvio[v] wife of Apollonios,

100 Mevdvdpov, son of Menandros,

36 MeAitov Melition,
"Aptepidopolv] daughter of Artemidoros,
yovn 8¢ wife of
Kpotépov to[D] Krateros, son of

40  Toupévolv], Pammenes,

Mdbptiov Myrtion,
Kotvog daughter of Kotys,
yovn 8¢ wife of

44 Miiftov 00 Miletos, son of
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Aaybpov, Lachares,

['Apltepioia Opa- [Ar]temisia, daughter of Thra-
[o€]ov yovn [6¢] [se]as, wife of

[ 10YI[ ] [ ]

The list, which has to be attributed to the late Hellenistic period, consists of the names of women.
The women in the first 29 lines bear only patronymics, while those from line 30 on are married
so that also the names of their husbands are recorded. It is also worth noting that the names of
these married women are inscribed in careless script, a fact that leads one to suppose that their
names were later added by a different mason.

It can be seen at first sight that the list does not have a homogeneous onomastic content; it
includes Greek, Macedonian (B&Aaixpog, ”Attohog, [Todepaiog, Acodikn and Kpdtepog), Thra-
cian (Kotvg), and local names (Mnvidg, “Adpactog, APag, MiAntog and ”Apteuic) together.

As the beginning of the inscription is missing, it is difficult to know who were these women
whose names were publicly announced. One may wonder whether it was originally a list con-
taining the names of some unmarried priestesses, to which the names of some married women
were added later when the cult practice changed. Or, is it a part of a census-roll, listing women
citizens, or is it a part of a list of the members of a religious association? There may be some
other possiblities, all far from being certain, and the nature of the list remains mysterious.

Notes on some of the names

2 For the name "Axpdtntog cf. LGPN 1 (dubious), III.A and IIL.B, s.v.

3 There are several possibilities to fit the lacuna, e.g. XpvoldvOn, ‘HpocldvOn, "Epvuldvon,
Xopt]dvOn etc.

4 Kpothoto, [Holaliotd, Pedlioto, Kaddlioto, Ztpatlicto ete.

5 Ebtléhera, "At]édera, "AvB]édera, "Aplédero ete.

8 On the Macedonian name B&Aakpoc (or Badaypoc) see J. and L. Robert, Fouilles d’Amyzon
en Carie 1, Paris 1983, p. 233 and A. Tataki, Macedonians Abroad (Meletemata 26), 1998, pas-
sim.

9 Regarding the lacuna of one letter at the beginning, we can offer only [K]oAAivn, for which
see W. Pape — G. E. Benseler, Worterbuch der griechischen Eigennamen, s.v.

10 For the rare female name Aaunpig see LGPN IILB, s.v.

12 For the local female name Mnvié see L. Zgusta, Kleinasiatische Personennamen, § 910,
cf. A. Wilhelm, Akademieschriften 11, 178. ”Adpoactog, the name of her father, is characteristic
for the region of the Carian-Phrygian borderland (see L. Robert, Laodicée du Lycos, 299-301,
cf. also H. Malay, Arkeoloji Dergisi 11, 1994, 181 note 19). Numerous examples of this name can
be found in Aphrodisias, Attouda, Trapezopolis, Antiochea ad Maeandrum, Heraclea Salbake
and Laodicea ad Lycum.

15 [Zloxpdriov or [@]lokpdtiov, both unattested.

16 For [.Jupog one would think of "Apudg (see e.g. IGR IV, 1575 from Teos) or Ippag (see
L. Zgusta, op. cit., § 466-9 [Isauria]). — For an appearance of Ziuog in Laodikeia see IvLaodikeia
am Lykos 1, no. 5.

17 For another (?) NikémoAig "Attdlov see line 19 (on the occurrence of the female name
Nik6noAig in Laodicea see H. Malay — R. Schmitt, EA 5, 1985, 27-9).
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18 The name Avowoa, if it does not stand for “Avoacoo (IvEphesos, 1622), is unknown. It is
tempting to restore the name as [B]avavoo though it is difficult to find a room for beta, but not
impossible (cf. Bavawoic and Bavovcog: O. Masson, ZPE 64, 1986, 181).

20 " ApyvAdho (cf. "Apyxiddo, ”ApyvAdog and ”ApivAla) seems to be unattested.

21 On the name “Apwida (= “AwAdo = Hamilla) see IvSmyrna, 211, cf. also IvKnidos 1,
400. Parallels for this name can be found in Asia Minor, in Greece and in the Balcans. "ApiAo,
" Aupida, "Apiddo, “AuAAe, ‘AAAG, Autho and "Appidd must be the variants of the same
name. There is some disagreement among scholars about the origin of this name. In some stud-
ies concerning Balcanic names, this name, with its variants, is categorized under the pre-Greek
names (A. B. Tataki, Ancient Beroea, 1988, pp. 87,252 and 400, cf. also SEG 43, 345). There are
also some opinions about their Greek (H. Solin, Die griechischen Personennamen in Rom. Ein
Namenbuch, 1180) or Macedonian (J. H. Mordtmann, AM 7, 1882, 257) origin. The form Ap-
uetho (Isauria), on the other hand, is classified as indigenous by L. Zgusta, op. cit., § 57-27.

22 On the name Edyéveln see A. Tataki, Tyche 8, 1993, 191.

26 On the personal name “Aptepig see W. Bliimel — H. Malay, EA 21 (1993), p. 135-6 with
commentary.

27 For the female form Aewvapyic see MAMA V11, 314 (Sinanli in Phrygia).

28 ABog, both masculine and feminine, is a well-known Anatolian name: see L. Zgusta, op.
cit. § 1-2; L. Robert, Noms indigénes, 505 with notes 5 and 8 and W. Bliimel, EA 20, 1992, 9.

29 For an occurrence of the name ‘Eppuoloog in a contemporary (?) inscription from Laodicea
see IvLaodikeia am Lycos 1, no. 99.

39 For the Macedonian name Kpdtepog see L. Robert, OMS 11, 983.

42 On the Thracian name Kotvug see D. Detschew, Die thrakischen Sprachreste, 258ff. and
LGPN 1V, s.v.

44 On the heroic name MiAntog see L. Robert, A travers I’Asie Mineure, 408.

45 For the appearance of the name Aoy apng in Laodikeia see IvLaodikeia am Lykos 1, no. 1.

Ozet

Makalede, Laodicea ad Lycum kentinin 4 km. kadar giineybatisinda yer alan Denizli Eski
Mezarligi’'nda (Ilbadi Mezarlig1) bulunmus, ge¢ Hellenistik doneme ait bir isim listesi ele
alinmaktadir. Kadin isimlerinden olusan ve i¢inde Grek, Makedon, Thrak ve Kii¢iik Asya isim-
lerinin birlikte yer aldig gortilen listede, bugtine kadar bilmedigimiz bazi kadn isimleri de yer
almaktadir.

Listede ad1 gecen kadinlarin ilk 29 satirda baba isimleri ile, ama 6zensiz bir bicimde yazilmis
olan sonraki satirlarda ise onlarin hem baba hem de kocalarinin adlar ile anilmalar: dikkat ¢eki-
cidir. Yazitin baglangi¢ kismi eksik oldugundan, listenin hangi amaca hizmet ettigini soylemek
zordur. Bu listenin, baglangicta evlenmemis rahibelerin adlarimi kaydettigi ve kiilt kurallarinin
degisiklige ugradig1 sonraki bir donemde evli rahibelerin adlarinin da listeye eklenmis oldugu
diistintilebilir. Veya belki bu bir niifus sayimina iligkin bir listenin kadinlar1 kaydeden bdlii-
miiydi. Olasiliklart ¢ogaltmak miimkiin olmakla birlikte, listenin niteligi sirrin1 koruyacak gibi
goriinmektedir.

zmir Pmar Ozlem Aytaclar
Denizli Esengiil Akinci



